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This Initiative is guided by:

SIMONS FOUNDATION
AUTISM RESEARCH INITIATIVE
Autism BrainNet (ABN) is a

‘, project supported by three
of the largest private non-
AUTISM SCIENCE FOUNDATION orofit autism organizations
to facilitate the collection
and distribution of
postmortem brain tissue.
ABN will cover costs
relating to donation.
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It’s time to listen.
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What is ABN?

ABN is a network of four university-based sites across the country that have
come together to make brain donation both easier and more useful for future
research.

Since the start of this effort in 1998, ABN promotes research into the causes of
autism spectrum disorders by facilitating studies of the postmortem brain.

Brain donations to any of the four sites will facilitate research by scientists and

each site employs specialists in the collection, preservation and distribution of
donated tissue, as well as clinicians who work directly with the donor families.
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Autism BrainNet Medical Directors

Matt Anderson, M.D., Ph.D.
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Need for Community Involvement

This effort will only be successful if the community is fully

engaged and supportive. This will require a nationwide outreach
effort to communicate the message that:

N

It Takes Brains to solve autism

(www.autismbrainnet.com)
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ABN Registration from 2014-2015
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Current ABN Statistics

Approximately 160 postmortem brain tissue donations in
ABN since 1998

Less than half of those have an Autism Spectrum Disorder

The other donated tissue are from relatives of those
affected by autism

ABN currently has VERY FEW control brain tissue

Approximately 5,000 families are registered for ABN

(Krata, 2015)
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Inclusion
Criteria

Exclusion
Criteria

\

ASD Control ASD Control

Under 2 yrs. & over 50

Blood borne illness
No age restrictions Ages 2-50

TBI
Includes any comorbid With no known

psychiatric, genetic or neurologic, Stroke, chemotherapy,
medical condition psychiatric or radiation
medical conditions

Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s
and Huntington’s
diseases
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ABN Web Site: AutismBrainNet.org

DONORS & FAMILY RESEARCHERS M.E./PATHOLOGIST ABOUT US NEWS contact us

24/

@

Vv,

Although there is substantial evidence from neuroimaging studies that the brain of a
child with autism is undergoing abnormal development, little is known about the
underlying cellular, molecular and genetic mechanisms that lead to the onset of

autistic symptoms.
READ MORE +

The Simons Foundation and Autism
Speaks® forge a new alliance to
foster postmortem brain research.

latest news I
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Complete the form to sign up and receive the latest news!

NAME: AGE:
ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
PHONE: E-MAIL:

(OPTIONAL)

GENDER: = MALE FEMALE

WHERE DID YOU LEARN ABOUT AUTISM BRAINNET?
— AUTISM SPEAKS WALK __ CLINICIAN OR PHYSICIAN
— AUTISM EDUCATION OR ADVOCACY EVENT _ OTHER

This initiative Q, AUTISM : SIMONS FOUNDATION
" is guided by: SCIENCE Al.{f!ﬁn"f.fﬁﬁm SFARIAUTISM RESEARCH INITIATIVE

FOUNDATION
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AutismBrainNet Organization

B et e e ——

Collection Process
Regional Nodes

S

Nati 1D .

for Autism Research

(Krata, 2015)

16



A

Icahn
School of
Medicine at
Mount
Sinai

To register, go to...

Learn about it

TakesBrains.org
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Foundation
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Media Coverage

http://bit.ly/1HIlvcg5
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QUESTIONS...
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patrick.hof@mssm.edu
jill.krata@mssm.edu

tahia.warda@mssm.edu
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