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This Initiative is guided by: 
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Autism BrainNet (ABN) is a 
project supported by three 
of the largest private non-
profit autism organizations 
to facilitate the collection 
and distribution of 
postmortem brain tissue. 
ABN will cover costs 
relating to donation. 



What is ABN? 
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• ABN is a network of four university-based sites across the country that have 

come together to make brain donation both easier and more useful for future 
research. 

 
• Since the start of this effort in 1998, ABN promotes research into the causes of 

autism spectrum disorders by facilitating studies of the postmortem brain. 
 
• Brain donations to any of the four sites will facilitate research by scientists and 

each site employs specialists in the collection, preservation and distribution of 
donated tissue, as well as clinicians who work directly with the donor families. 
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Autism BrainNet Medical Directors 
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Autism BrainNet International 
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  Oxford University 

                Olaf Ansorge, M.D 
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The Mount Sinai Node of 
Autism BrainNet 

Patrick Hof, MD 
Medical Director                     

Jill Krata, PhD 
Clinical Coordinator 

Tahia Warda 
Tissue Coordinator 



Need for Community Involvement 

This effort will only be successful if the community is fully 
engaged and supportive. This will require a nationwide outreach 
effort to communicate the message that: 

 

 

 

 

It Takes Brains to solve autism  

(www.autismbrainnet.com) 
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ABN Registration from 2014-2015 
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Current ABN Statistics 
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• Approximately 160 postmortem brain tissue donations in 

ABN since 1998 
 

• Less than half of those have an Autism Spectrum Disorder 
 

• The other donated tissue are from relatives of those 
affected by autism 
 

• ABN currently has VERY FEW control brain tissue 
 

• Approximately 5,000 families are registered for ABN 
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Inclusion 
Criteria 

Exclusion 
Criteria 

ASD Control 

 
 

No age restrictions 
 

Includes any comorbid 
psychiatric, genetic or 

medical condition 
 
 

Ages 2-50 
 

With no known 
neurologic, 

psychiatric or 
medical conditions 

ASD 

Under 2 yrs. & over 50 
 

Blood borne illness 
 

TBI  
 

Stroke, chemotherapy, 
radiation 

 
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s 

and Huntington’s 
diseases 

 
 

NONE 
 
 



ABN Web Site:  AutismBrainNet.org 
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(Krata, 2015) 15 



AutismBrainNet Organization 
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To register, go to… 
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David Amaral, PhD           Alycia Halladay, PhD 

Thank you to our 
colleagues for 

providing some 
slides 

Alison Singer 
Autism Science 

Foundation 



Media Coverage 
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http://bit.ly/1HIvcq5 



 
QUESTIONS… 
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patrick.hof@mssm.edu 
jill.krata@mssm.edu 
tahia.warda@mssm.edu 
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